[image: image1.jpg]press release





[image: image2.jpg]naturhistorisches museum wien I]h
press release INME





Vienna, 4th October 2011
The Dinosaurs are back

Vienna’s Natural History Museum re-opens dinosaur hall on

October 5th, 2011

After extensive changes and modernization the new dinosaur hall at one of the oldest and largest natural history museums worldwide will re-open tomorrow morning. Life-sized dinosaur skeletons, an animated (and roaring) Allosaurus, and impressive computer animations show the life of the primeval giants more than 65 million years ago.

Dinosaurs are one of the most popular attractions at the museum of Natural History in Vienna. One, but not the only reason for director general Prof. Dr. Christian Köberl to redesign and modernize the hall: “Since its last refurbishment in 1984 our understanding of dinosaurs has changed considerably. Until now we have discovered more than 1,000 different species of these extinct giants. As a result of our new understanding of the dinosaurs, and to include modern interactive media, our exhibits had to be updated.” For this purpose, museum scientists worked together with display and education specialists and animation experts to update the Dinosaur Hall. New display cabinets, fewer objects with better explanations and interactive media, as well as a focus on some specific topics, provide a modern exhibition that is both educational and fun to visit.

The new permanent exhibition conveys the most important evolutionary advances of dinosaurs and related reptiles; for example, the development of feathers in several species, or the evolution of the egg with its protective shell that provides the embryo with the necessary nutrients. A full-size model of a feathered Deinonychus indicates just how much the image of these reptiles has changed over the past years. 

The impact of THE impact

Another highlight of the new exhibition hall is a visualisation of the asteroid impact 65 million years ago that marked the end of the dinosaur era. “The impact of the asteroid created a crater of about 200 km diameter in present-day Mexico and changed the climate so dramatically that life for dinosaurs was not possible anymore”, explains Köberl, who is also professor of Impact Research and Planetary Geology at the University of Vienna.

The new dinosaur hall is not only up-to-date in terms of science, but also offers a modern educational experience: Visitors are allowed to touch a real dinosaur bone as well as silicified dinosaur droppings in a special hands-on-area. They additionally have the opportunity to touch the cast of fossil skin of a duck-billed dinosaur that lived 70 million years ago. Several specifically created animations bring the fossils to life and let the visitors experience a long-lost world.

Photos can be downloaded from: www.nhm-wien.ac.at/presse    
About Vienna’s Natural History Museum

Opened in 1889 and with about 30 million objects and more than 500,000 visitors in 2010, Vienna’s Natural History Museum is one of the most significant natural history museums worldwide. Its earliest collections are more than 250 years old, including several unique objects like the Venus of Willendorf, the Steller's sea cow, impressive dinosaur skeletons and the world’s biggest collection of meteorites. 
About 60 scientists work at the research departments of the museum, exploring basic research in geo, bio- and human sciences. With that the museum is an important competence centre for the public and one of the biggest non-university research institutions in Austria.

For more information please visit www.nhm-wien.ac.at/en.
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